[Reduction of germ cell number induced in vitro by the testis in fetal rat ovary may be caused by factors other than anti-Müllerian hormone].
Fetal testes explanted at 16.5 days and cultured with female genital tracts from 13.5-day-old rat fetuses strongly inhibited the Müllerian ducts and reduced the number of ovarian germ cells. Such a reduction was not obtained during cultures with testes from 13.5 days, even though they clearly inhibited Müllerian ducts. When testes from 16.5 days were cultured at distance from the female tracts only the loss of germ cells was observed. These results suggest that testes from 16.5 days produce a diffusible factor distinct from AMH and which reduces the number of germ cells in cultured ovaries.